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Choose ONE question from Section A,  
ONE question from Section B,  
and ONE question from Section C.  
Answer ALL questions in Section D.   
 
ALL SECTIONS CARRY EQUAL MARKS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

SECTION A – DRAMA 

Select the play you have studied at school.  Read the questions and 

choose ONE title for this section. 

 

MERCHANT OF VENICE 

1. Read the gobbet below and answer the questions that follow. 

 

SHYLOCK      … What news on the Rialto?  Who is he comes here? 

 Enter ANTONIO 

BASSANIO      This is Signor Antonio. 

SHYLOCK        [Aside] How like a fawning publican he looks. 

   I hate him for he is a Christian. 

   But more, for that in low simplicity 

   He lends out money gratis, and brings down 

   The rate of usance here with us in Venice. 

   If I can catch him once upon the hip, 

   I will feed fat the ancient grudge I bear him. 

   He hates our sacred nation, and he rails 

   Even there where the merchants most do congregate, 

   On me, my bargains, and my well-won thrift, 

   Which he calls interest.  Cursed be my tribe 

   If I forgive him. 

 

BASSANIO  Shylock, do you hear? 

 

SHYLOCK  I am debating of my present store,  

   And by the near guess of my memory 

   I cannot instantly raise up the gross 

   Of full three thousand ducats.  What of that? 

 



 

a. Where was the Rialto?  What was its importance to the merchants? 

(1 +1 marks) 

b. What does Shylock’s soliloquy show us about his attitude towards 

Christians?  Refer closely to the text given.  (8 marks) 

c. What information do we get about Antonio from the following: 

‘He lends out money gratis, and brings down 

The rate of usance here…’                                           (2 marks) 

d. From Shylock’s speech, what is Antonio’s attitude towards Jews in 

general? (5 marks) 

e. Quote a phrase which shows that Shylock bears deeply rooted feeling 

against Antonio. (2 marks) 

f. Why does Antonio need three thousand ducats? (4 marks) 

g. Is Shylock able to provide the money according to the gobbet? Give a 

reason for your answer (1+1 mark) 

 

OR 
2. Give an account of the scene where Portia and Nerissa discuss the suitors 

who have come so far and state what Portia’s descriptions tell us about her 

character as well as theirs. 

 

OR 
3. Give details of the bond to be signed between Shylock and Antonio.  You 

may mention why Antonio needed the money, what was the real reason 

Shylock lent him the money, the risk involved and the relationship between 

the two men. 

 

SECTION B: POETRY 

1. With reference to ‘The Lesson’ and ‘My parents kept me from children 

who were rough’ show how childhood experiences have sometimes 

inspired poets. 

OR 

2. With reference to any ONE or TWO poems you have studied this year 

show how nature has inspired poets. 



 

SECTION C: PROSE 

1. To what extent has Old Major’s speech influenced the animals in Animal 

Farm, and how is the dream different from their experience.  Draw 

parallels between the farm and the Russian Revolution. 

 

OR 

2. Compare Snowball’s and Napoleon’s use of power in Animal Farm. 

 

SECTION D: UNSEEN POEM 

A Wanderer's Song, by John Masefield 

A wind's in the heart of me, a fire's in my heels, 
I am tired of brick and stone and rumbling wagon-wheels; 
I hunger for the sea's edge, the limit of the land, 
Where the wild old Atlantic is shouting on the sand. 
 
Oh I'll be going, leaving the noises of the street, 
To where a lifting foresail-foot* is yanking at the sheet; 
To a windy, tossing anchorage* where yawls* and ketches* ride, 
Oh I'll be going, going, until I meet the tide. 
 
And first I'll hear the sea-wind, the mewing of the gulls, 
The clucking, sucking of the sea about the rusty hulls, 
The songs at the capstan* at the hooker* warping out, 
And then the heart of me'll know I'm there or thereabout. 
 
Oh I am sick of brick and stone, the heart of me is sick, 
For windy green, unquiet sea, the realm of Moby Dick; 
And I'll be going, going, from the roaring of the wheels, 
For a wind's in the heart of me, a fire's in my heels. 

WORDBANK 

           * foresail-foot - bottom part of a sail 
                       * anchorage - an area suitable for a ship to anchor 

                    *yawls – sailing boats with two masts 
*ketches – another type of sailing boat with two masts 

                 *capstan – revolving cylinder for winding rope 
                          *hooker – old worn out boat 

 



1. What is the persona’s greatest desire in life? (1 mark) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. This wish is clear throughout the poem, can you quote a line or part of a line which shows 
what he yearns (needs)? (1 mark) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. In stanza one, ‘the wild old Atlantic is shouting’ is a figure of speech.  Name this figure of 
speech, explain it, and say why it is effective. 

____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

4. This poem appeals mostly to:  a) the sense of sight                                            (1 mark) 
     b) the sense of hearing 
     c) the sense of touch 
     d) olfactory sense 
 
4b. Quote two examples of the sense you chose.                                                            (2 marks) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Throughout the poem there are several technical terms related to boats, what does this 
tell you about the poet’s knowledge and his past? (2 marks) 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. What feelings can you elicit from the poem? (2 marks) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Mention close references to nature in the poem. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8. There is a play of words and repetitions in the first and last stanzas.  What do the ‘wheels’ 
refer to in these stanzas? (2 marks) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
8b. The first and last lines of the poem are also the same.  What figures of speech are they 
and what effect does this have on the reader? (1+2 marks) 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  

 

9. Quote an onomatopoeia. 
____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 



 
 10. In your own words explain the second stanza. (2 marks) 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. Comment on the structure of the poem. (2 marks) 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. Give the rhyme scheme of the poem. (1 mark) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
  


